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Controlled Vocabulary 
 

- Essential for documentation 

- Used for indexing and 
retrieving 

- Forms  

- Controlled list 

- Taxonomy 

- Subject headings 

- Thesaurus 
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Thesaurus 
 

- Semantic network of 
concepts  

- Mono- or polyhierarchic 

- Mono- or multilingual 

- Three relationships 

- Equivalence (US, UF) 

- Hierarchical (BT, NT) 

- Associative (RT) 
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Research on textiles 

• Collections of costumes, accessory, cloth … 
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Research on textiles 

• HTW Berlin: Collection of textile pattern books 
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Possible aspects of textile vocabularies 

• Terms of materials and techniques ( textile 
engineering) 

• Terms of forms and functions ( fashion) 

• Different weaving traditions (geography):  
– Silk in Lyon, Zürich, Krefeld 

– Linen and wool in Scandinavia and the German-speaking 
countries 

– Not to mention South America, Asia or … 

• Integration of historical terminology?  

• Academic disciplines: (Cultural) History, Art History, 
Ethnology, Fashion Design, Textile Engineering … 
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Existing  vocabularies 

• Getty AAT 

– Processes and 
Techniques  
(Activities Facet) 

– Materials  
(Materials Facet) 

– Costumes  
(Object Facet) 

– Online, LOD 
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Existing  vocabularies 

• CIETA (Centre 
International d‘Etudes 
des Textiles Anciens), 
Lyon 1960s ff 

– Technical terms  
(esp. silk weaving 17th 

and 18th century) 

– Multilingual (!) 

– Typescript  

Prof. Dr. D. Haffner · 04-07-2016 

© CIETA, Birgitt Borkopp-Restle 



Existing  vocabularies 

• Beate Spiegel,  
Textil-Thesaurus,  
München 1990 

– Technical terms 

– Typescript 
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Existing  vocabularies 

• Plauen (Saxonia) 

– Two vocabularies  
on lace and  
on the technique of 
producing laces (2006) 

– Online (pdf and xml) 
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Existing  vocabularies 

• Oberbegriffsdatei OBG 
(München 2011) 

– Forms and functions 

– Photos partly included 

– Online (pdf and xml) 

– Partly print-published 
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Discussions  -  Decisions 

• Material and techniques? Or form and function?  

• Consider geographicy? Epoch? 

• Inclusion of photos and technical drawings? 

• Publication form: print – online?  
 AAT / AAT deutsch? 

 Europeana Fashion? 

• Funding?   

• 3th November 2016: first meeting in Munich 
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Thank you very much! 
 
 
  

www.mustersuche.htw-berlin.de 
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