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Portuguese submission to the UNESCO List of Intangible Heritage (a brief history) 
LOCATION

“Fado” (Portuguese music genre – Urban popular song)
– List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of humanity -2011 “Cante Alentejo“ [polyphonic singing] 

- List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
humanity - 2013

" Fabrico do Chocalho” [Manufacture of 
cowbells] 
- List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
need of urgent safeguarding - 2014

“ Fabrico de Olaria” (black pottery 
manufacturing process)
– List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
need of urgent safeguarding - 2016



LOCATION

“ Falcoaria” [ Falconry, aliving human heritage ]

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of humanity
2016

Along with other countries:
United Arab Emirates – Austria – Belgium – Czechia – France –
Germany – Hungary – Italy – Kazakhstan – Republic of Korea –
Mongolia – Morocco – Pakistan – Portugal – Qatar –
Saudi Arabia – Spain – Syrian Arab Republic

“ Dieta mediterrania” [ Mediterranean diet ]

List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of humanity
2013

Along with other countries:

Cyprus – Croatia – Spain – Greece – Italy – Morocco – Portugalc

Portuguese submission to the UNESCO List of Intangible Heritage  Portuguese submission to the UNESCO List of Intangible Heritage (a brief history) 



PROJECT LOCATION

Easter Celebration at 
Idanha-a-Nova 

submission to the Unesco
List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage with Good 
Safeguarding Practices

Idanha-a-Nova 

Is a municipality in east-
central of Portugal, with a  
population of  10.000 
people in an area of 
1416.34 km², making it one 
of the largest 
municipalities in Portugal. 

http://www.cm-idanhanova.pt/ 

Idanha-a-Nova



Jan. 2017

Begin of Digital Project

April 2017

Easter Celebrations

Dec. 2017 Set. 2019

...

improvements
(DBMS and website)

PROJECT  TIMETABLE

submission of ““Easter 

Celebration” to the 

Unesco list of Good 
Safeguarding Practices

Launch of the final version 

of digital platform  

www. Pascoanaidanha.pt  

Final decision from 

UNESCO to the  

submission of ““Easter 

Celebration” to the 

Unesco list of Good 
Safeguarding Practices

...

Collecting data, 
new modules, 
features , etc.

April 2018

...
Collecting data 

on the field
-

Development of 
DBMS

...
Tests and 

implementation 

of the DBMS

and the public 

website

...

note: 

anthropologist Paulo Lima, the project coordinator, has work in the last 20 years collecting, studying and documenting 
projects related to intangible cultural heritage

...



A very complex data structure had to be implemented…

THE DATA STRUCTURE

An example for this Intangible Cultural Heritage:

Easter Celebration

->  Liturgical calendar

->  Social practices, 
rituals and festive events

. People/Actors

. Objects

. Places (physical and geographic) 

. Events

. Documents

Entities Relationships / 
Cross References



Intangible Cultural 
Heritage

Terminology

Documentation

Multimedia 
FilesPeople / Actors

Events

The conceptual data model:

THE DATABASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM



Intangible 
Heritage

Terminology

Documents

Multimedia
Files

People /
Actors

Events

THE DATABASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The conceptual data model:



INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE DATABASE WEB SERVEREND USER

COLABORATIVE DATABASE



EASTER CELEBRATION

Team and background

v Multidisciplinary team:  It developers, Anthropologists, sociologists, Archivists, 

historians,  Photographers, Filmmakers

v More than 20 years of experience on developing museum documentation systems 

v Very close relationship with local people, the owners of the practices on the Easter 

celebrations (we can say that with out them, any kind of intangible heritage project is 

impossible to do)



Online Collections

Online Collection Gulbenkian Museum - www.inweb.museu.gulbenkian.pt



Online collections of the Artist Joana Vasconcelos: www.joanavasconcelos.com

Online Collections



Monuments, Archaeological Sites, Objects and Documents

Intregrated management system  at “Famalicão” Municipality : www.famalicaoid.org



Intangible heritage online– Polyphonic singing with cultural routes



Intangible heritage online–Memories Archive



Who What Where When How

Intangible heritage online– The manufacture of cowbells 



EASTER CELEBRATION 

• WHAT IS EASTER  (In general and Easter in IDANHA-A-NOVA)

• WHERE IT HAPPENS (Geographical locals and monuments)

• WHEN IT HAPPENS (Liturgical calendar)

• HOW IT HAPPENS (Celebrations and Practices)

• WHO PARTICIPATES (People who participate on the Celebrations 
the Owners of the Practices)



EASTER CELEBRATION

Advent

EASTER CYCLE

Ordinary Time

Christmas Time

Ordinary Time

Trídiuum Pascal

Lent

Easter

96 DAYS

LITURGICAL CALENDAR





EASTER CYCLE

Liturgic Calendar Locals and  Monuments Celebrations



Locals and  Monuments

EASTER CYCLE



Celebrations

EASTER CYCLE



EASTER CYCLE

Easter Cycle Story Map



EASTER CYCLE

Easter Cycle Story Map



Liturgic Calendar Record



Locals and  Monuments Records



Celebrations Record



People/Actors Record



Objects Record



Collaborative Tool / Public contributions



Fell the Easter (information on site)



PROJECT WEBSITE LINK 

Online access to the digital platform (Dec. 2017)


