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Library and 
University 

Collections



From:

- Limited and dated online presence
- Many systems and piecemeal project websites

To:

- Integrated infrastructure 
- Solid base for innovation
- Levels of description



Original Musical 
Instruments 

Website



• MIMO

MIMO



http://collections.ed.ac.uk

Launched May 2014
• Search the University of 

Edinburgh’s collection 
level descriptions.

• Links to item level sub-
sites

• Iterative process of 
improvements and re-
design

Collections Online

http://collections.ed.ac.uk


Vernon 
Collections 
Management System

Used for cataloguing 
of museum objects.

Data is imported into 
DSpace underlying the 
collections.ed.

Collections 
Management System



Musical Instrument 
Museums Edinburgh

Over 5000 musical 
instruments online with 
images, audio and video

http://collections.ed.ac.uk/mimed/record/15210

MIMEd Collection



UI Design was time 
consuming due to the 
shape and varying number 
of images. 

94 instruments with video 

118 instruments with 
sound

http://collections.ed.ac.uk/mimed/record/15002

MIMEd Collection



Images Online
• Luna
• Image server
• Zooming

• Late 2016 
enabled IIIF 
support

• IIIF Server

http://images.is.ed.ac.uk/luna/servlet/s/6935bl

Image Repository



Data and Image Flow



Metadata Pyramid



Stuart Sounds and 
St Cecilia’s website

•Responsive Design
•New Images
•Tabular navigation
•Different audience

http://www.stuartsound.is.ed.ac.uk/record/53869

Responsive Site





St Cecilia’s Hall: Musical Instruments Museum and Concert Hall

400 instruments

No sound in the museum

Reduced space for  interpretation in Gallery 

First weekly public museum 

New Images, all images IIIF



Mobile Tour 
App

iOS and 
Android

Museum 
Collections

Skylight

Museum 
Visitor Site

Wordpress

Collections Management System

Different Users



• Enable access to images from different institutions
• One standard for serving image online
• Standard for presenting images online
• Standard for viewing images online

• Choice of image servers and viewers

• University of Edinburgh became Founding Members of IIIF-C
• University of Edinburgh IIIF Compliant in December 2016

http://resources.digirati.com/iiif/an-introduction-to-iiif/

http://iiif.io/

IIIF

http://resources.digirati.com/iiif/an-introduction-to-iiif/


collections.ed.ac.uk/stcecilia







• App

Mobile App



Wordpress Site



Universal Viewer



Comparison of glass horns from 
St Cecilia’s collection and Getty’s Collection



• Coimbra

https://collections.ed.ac.uk/coimbra

Joint Exhibitions



Omeka



• 3D

3D Images



Plans for the future:

Simplified workflow

Lightweight applications on top of core systems

Update other collections websites

Content aggregation via IIIF



Claire.Knowles@ed.ac.uk

@cgknowles
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